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According to an article by Frances Maclean published in the WASHINGTON POST (05/24/87),
Haiti's transition from dictatorship to embryonic democracy has been remarkably smooth compared
to Laitn American standards. However, shortly after the Duvalier family left the country 15 months
ago, the killings of the TonTon Macoutes (Duvalier secret police) and later outbursts of violence,
caused 20% to 30% of Haiti's foreign business executives to leave the country. Most of them
came from the United States, and represented 250 firms. One textile manufacturer estimated that
60% of the textile business went elsewhere. Textiles constitute about 45% of the $125 million-ayear assembly-for-export industry, and is considered critical to the national economy. Haiti's
annual per capita income is $360, making it the poorest country in the Western hemisphere.
The current minimum wage is $3 per day. Jeffrey Tunis, commercial attache at the US Embassy,
estimates that 12,000 of the 52,000 light industry jobs were lost in the past year. In recent years,
Haitian unemployment has rarely fell below 50%. The late 1970s and early 1980s witnessed the
establishment of a wave of assembly-for-export industries. At that time, wages averaged about $2.50
per day. Many US businesses found Haiti a quite attractive alternative to the Far East, considering
its 6 million willing workers, low wages, easy access to the United States, and generous financial
incentives. Haiti had the fastest growing assembly-for-export economy in the region. According to
Maclean, almost all baseballs are still assembled there, as are many other sporting goods, lingerie,
toys and electronic components for firms such as Wilson Sporting Goods Co., Rawlings Sporting
Goods Co., GTE Corp. and Motorola Inc. Haiti's economic fortunes plummeted in the early 1980s by
the depressed world economy, then by concerns about AIDS, and recently, by political uncertainty.
Washington's Caribbean Basin Initiative, liberalized textile quotas and other regulations have not
boosted the economy. Maclean comments that no one, including "agricultural hardliners who favor
land reform over continued development of light industry," wants to see the assembly-for-export
factories leave.
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